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Blaze and Mendaloo, they say,
Were married at nineteen

(For that’s the proper age to wed
When you’re a Can’t-Be-Seen).

They settled in a cozy
home

Not far from Blaze’s
brothers.

At first, it was the two
of them,

But soon there would
be others.




First a daughter joined the clan.
They named her Gwendelene.

She hid and squawked and grew to be
A model Can’t-Be-Seen.

m ¥ 2 A son came next, a handsome
A  lad,

— - And this one they called
" Skeet.

The family now had grown to
P four,

Yet still was not complete.




Another boy was sent their way.
They named this baby Nate.

He also was a splendid one,
Save one peculiar trait.

Like Skeet and sister Gwendel, he
Was pretty as a hawk.

But when he opened up his beak,

Young Nate, he couldn’t squawk!



When someone is a Can’t-Be-Seen,
He must know how to squawk,
For that is how they get along.
See, that is how they talk.

Nate tried to squawk at
Gwendelene

And no one heard a
thing.

When he would try with
brother Skeet,

It’d sound like “Sq-sq-
squing!”’






So. ..

Alone is how they left him when
Nate tried so hard to squawk.
His family looked away from him
And never did they gawk. -
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"We'll talk to him about it,"
Blaze said to Mendaloo.
"No!" she cried. "The doctor said

That's what we mustn't do."







He'd have to hide this awful thing
That made his squawk sound strange.
He'd have to work out something soon
To make a squawking change.

He'd figure out a way, he thought,
When he was further grown.

But since his family wouldn't help,
He'd figure all alone.






His best friends Thor and Blaine
and Case

And Bren and Bryce and Blair

Were not concerned about Nate's
squawk.

In fact, they didn't care.

To them, he was just Nate, and he

Could squawk, squeal, squonk, or
squelch.

They wouldn't even worry if
His squawk came out a belch.













His friends knew of Nate's struggles ai
They offered their advice. 7o
" Just think before you squawk," said /
"Relax," said buddy Bryce.

"Slow down," said Case, "and that will
help."

" Just take your time," said Thor.

Their guidance was not helpful ‘cause
He'd tried all that before.















It's hard," said Cayley. "But I know
"Boar squawking is just me.

"You think it's tough, but listen up-

"Just try it, Nate, and see.

"Does everyone do all things
well?

"In some things aren't you
better?

"Can friend Blaine hide as
well as you?

"In school, don't you top
Rhetter?"









"The squawks don't run my life!" he yelled.
"Of them I'm now the boss.

"My squawking doesn't have to mean
"That I feel at a loss!"

And when Nate didn't
s hide his squawk,

A funny thing occurred,

As far more often than
before

A proper squawk was
heard.



No more was Nate ashamed
at school

When "squawk" came out
like "squink."
The laughing eased as teasers
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And even Rhetter Manding did

Not mock him like before.

The fun was gone from vexing Nate.
Now it was just a bore.






And if it should still happen that
His feelings get too sore,

He'll turn to Cayley, Joan, or Paul.
And now there are yet more.

For Blaze and mother Mendaloo

Now speak of Nate's strange
squawk.

And siblings Skeet and Gwendelene
Are also keen to talk.







Now when the time to squawk is
here,

It is a chance he seizes.
The prize for winning in the end...

Is Nate does as he pleases.



